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Chasidic Rabbi Sharing Customs With Chinese Jews 

 

 
Young Chinese Men Reciting Prayers, Wearing Teffilin 
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Chassidic Chinese 
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Chinese Jews of Israel 
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Mixed Couple,”Chewish” -  Chinese and Jewish 
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Chinese Jews Interested in Confusion Philosophy 

Wall Hanging of Ancient Chinese Synagogue 
 
 
 

  



	 139	

Post Script 
 
Our Semitic speaking ancestors migrated from Georgia in the 
Caucasus to Anatolia during the 6th century BCE. They remained 
part of the Georgian Kura Araxes culture, which next appeared 
in Antioch by the 4th century BCE. Several centuries later, the 
families continued to migrate southward through the Amuq 
watershed east of Antioch down the Orontes River system to 
present-day Lebanon, which was then part of Syria. By 2,800 
BCE, the cultural artifacts were next found at Tel Bet Yerah, a 
Hebrew settlement excavated along the Southwestern border of 
the Sea of Galilee. Overlaying a map of the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel shows that our ancestral location was within the boundary 
of the Hebrew Tribe of Naphtali. Please note that our 
monotheistic Patriarch, Abraham, was born in Ur, Mesopotamia, 
about 2,800 BCE, which was contemporary with the migration of 
our ancestors to Northern Israel. 
 
Jewish communities appeared after 1,2800, the date ascribed to 
the Hebrew Exodus from Egypt. Judaism spread thoughout the 
Levant after the Mosaic followers emerged from their flight from 
Egypt.  
 
A summary of important historical dates: 

• Patriarch Abraham born 2,800 BCE. 
• Semitic speaking Semites  from the Syrian desert 

migrated  to the Eastern Nile Delta ~1,500 BCE. 
• Descentants of Abraham, House of Joseph migrated 

to the Eastern Nile Delta after severe droughts in 
the Levant - Circa 1,400 BCE 

• Hyksos migrated to the Nile Delta Circa 1,600s BCE 
and established a thriving kingdom, several leaders 
emerged as Pharaohs. 

• Mosaic Exodus from Egypt 1,280 BCE. 
• Kingdoms of Israel and Judah appeared by the 10th 

century BCE. 
• There were 12 major Hebrew tribes by the 10th 

century BCE.  
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• Our genomic ancestors exited Paliestine in the 8th 
century CE; date supported by Y-DNA mutations 
(SNP). 

• Our genome confirms our Ashkenazi Judaic 
identity in Europe. Our ancestors probably 
migrated to Northern Italy before progressing to 
Western Europe. Most likely they were traders, 
whose geo-political base was Cologne, Germany. 

• The Treaty of Lublin was signed in 1569, 
confirming the Commonwealth of Poland-
Lithuania. 

• Polish king Casimir I invited Jews to Poland with 
other Western Europeans to settle in the eastern 
region of the Commonwealth, provided assurances 
to the Jewish communities for safety. The key issue 
was to settle the rural Southeast regions of the 
Commonwealth and impair access and prevent 
further invasions by the Ottomans, Byzantines and 
any returning Mongol/Tatars. 

• With the Partitions of the Commonwealth of Poland-
Lithuania in 1772, 1792 and 1795, the 
Commonwealth was dismembered by Russia, 
Prussia and Austria. Poland ceased to exist and was 
removed from maps. 

• The Pale of Settlement was decreed by Russian 
Empress, Catherine the Great in 1798, which 
placed geo-political borders around the newly 
acquired Jewish communities. Polish and 
Lithuanian borders were re-established after World 
War I ended in 1918. 

 
This manuscript has identified evidence of the major migrations 
of Jewish communities from pre-historic periods. Hebrew 
religion and traditions appeared in the Levant after the Exodus. 
There were both commanded and voluntary migrations as a 
result of both the Assyrian conquest of Northern Israel in 721 
BCE, as well as after the Babylonian invasion that included 
Jerusalem in 597 BCE, which forced thousands of Hebrew 
leaders to March to Babylon. Although Cyrus I, king of Persia, 
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permitted the return to Israel of willing exiles, he also helped to 
drebuild the 2nd Temple. There were other Hebrews who chose to 
emigrate elsewhere. The exodus of Hebrews continued after the 
conquests by Alexander the Great in 333 BCE and the Roman 
invasion in the 1st century BCE. 
 
Exiled Jewish communities are also known as the Pluralistic 
Jewish communities. Their migrations are known as the 
“Diasporas.” Some exiles remained nomadic, others became 
urbanized. The communities are widely spread from the Indus 
region beyond Eastern Persia, Northern Persia, the Caucasus and 
Southern Russia, Crimea, Syria, Iraq and Anatolia, Sinai, Egypt, 
Yemen, North Africa from Libya to Morocco. These communities 
were permitted to trade at the furthest borders of each ensuing 
empire. Thus, newer Jewish settlements appeared among the 
Greek colonies beginning about 5th century BCE, including the 
Black Sea region of Northern Turkey. Jews travelled to the limits 
of the Roman Empire beginning in the 1st century BCE. After the 
crusades, Christian merchants were prohibited from trading 
over the “Silk Routes.” Jewish merchants, however, replaced the 
Christians. The Jewish traders were known as Radanites, who 
travelled the known world, both land and sea routes; they spoke 
many languages with ease and were skilled navigators and 
traders. Muslim sultans within the Islamic empire, particularly 
states along North Africa and the Middle East engaged the Jewish 
merchants as ambassadors to the Imperial Courts of Europe, who 
would not countenance Arabs or Muslims. Those special traders 
were known as the “Sultan’s Jew’s.” The Jews who served the 
Islamic Sultans served very responsibly and were well rewarded 
financially. Many of those families rose gained exceptional 
financial fortunes. Their children intermarried and established 
trading dynasties throughout the Mediterranean region, Iberia, 
and the Near East. Those traders held key interests and roles in 
Silk Road trading. 
 
Most importantly, it has become obvious that the ancient Judaic 
traditions were conserved among the disparate communities of 
the many Diasporas. In the most remote Jewish settlements, 
even among the nomads, the Torah was worshiped and the clan 
retained Aramaic as its lingua franca. Major conflicts among 
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Jewish clans and Muslim tribes increased with the advent of 
Islam in the 7th century CE. As a result, Jewish nomads, as well 
as urban dwellers began to return to Palestine. Other 
communities of the Diaspora noted a degree of assimilation 
within their locations, although the majority of Jews retained 
their identities. No matter the region, ethnic identity, customs or 
koshering of available foods, Jews retained their Hebrew literacy 
and many continued fluencies with Aramaic. 
 
After the Independence of Israel in 1949, the government 
recognized the urgency of airlifting at-risk Jews from the 
conflicted areas of the Exodus regions. Huge populations of Jews 
were secretly flown to Israel from Arabia, Yemen, Ethiopia, Egypt 
and North Africa, among others. Additional Jewish communities 
were brought out from Syria, Iraq, and Iran. Many of them were 
Aramaic speakers for past millennia. Now in Israel, they were 
required to speak modern Hebrew. Transliterations of ancient 
documents were made possible because of their fluency. These 
folks may become a lost generation, as they pass on and their 
language skills become rarer. 
 
Years ago, Judaic traditions were classified as Ashkenazi 
(European); Sephardi (Spain/Portugal) and Mizrahi (Oriental). I 
have presented data and illustrations of many additional 
variations of Judaic practices. As an example, there are about 38 
dialects of Yiddish, considerable variation of their customs of 
Koshering, Synagogue rituals, costumes, and civil behavior. Jews 
do not look alike. I suggest reviewing the illustrations that are 
included in this manuscript. Note the complexion of their skin, 
the slant of their eyes, color of hair, weather of their skin due to 
excessive sun exposure and clothes. Note, as well, their retention 
of Judaic traditions whether they are urban Jews or nomadic 
migrants. Pesach was just as spiritual and wonderful whether 
performed under a goat-skin tent in the desert, a mountain mud 
house with thatched roof or an elegant urban apartment. 
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